CHAPTER VIII
NIAGARA FALLS

LATE in the eighties a local project for the development
of power at Niagara Falls began to take definite shape, but
the necessary money could not be raised locally and the
enterprise soon went to New York and was taken up by a
group, amongst whom were Mr. D. 0. Mills, Mr. John Jacob
Astor, Mr. Edward D. Adams, Mr. Francis Lynde Stetson,
and Mr. Edward A. Wickes. The Cataract Construction
Company was created and Mr. Adams became its President.
Doctor Coleman Sellers, of Philadelphia, was appointed
Chief Engineer. In 1889 Mr. Adams and Doctor Sellers
went to Europe to observe hydraulic developments and
methods of transmitting power. There as well as at home
they made a broad study of methods of power development
and utilization that might be adapted to the Niagara situa-
tion, calling to their aid some of the most eminent physicists
and engineers.

Westinghouse had sent one of his young engineers, Mr.
Lewis B. Stillwell, to England that autumn to help in the
start of the British Westinghouse Electric Company and
to inform himself on the state of the electric art, particularly
the progress in generating and distributing alternating cur-
rent there and on the Continent. In November, Mr. Still-
well and Mr. Reginald Belfield, electrician of the British
Westinghouse Company, were asked to meet Mr. Adams
and Doctor Sellers and to give their views on the Niagara
power problem, as representing the Westinghouse interests.
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